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The year 2000 is the 50th year 
for the existence of the St. 
Tammany Parish Library.  I 
hope all of you are as excited 
and enthusiastic about this 
milestone as I am.  The com-
mittee working on the coordi-
nation of events has come up 
with some really interesting 
ways to make the year memo-
rable.  June 10 will be a day of 
an all parish celebration with 
bands, food, activities, games 
and prizes.  This birthday party 
will be at the Covington 
branch —  details will be 
forthcoming as they develop.  
Every staff member will be 
asked to contribute  to this 
year long event in some man-
ner — behind the scenes work 
of course carries added impor-
tance since working on these 
tasks may not always be visi-
ble and publicly acknowl-
edged.  All involvement will 
help to promote and enhance 
our library system. 

are lost forever.  The finished 
product of this committee will 
be something in which we will 
take a great deal of pride.  
In addition to these celebratory 
preparations, our 50th year will 
expand the tradition of fine pro-
gramming  with the introduction 
of a young adult summer read-
ing program .  Ann Davis is co-
ordinating a major, 6-week pro-
gram to fight illiteracy.  Our 
adult programming will con-
tinue its popular tradition, and, 
of course, our children’s  pro-
grams are the finest in the state! 
All library patrons are invited to 
take part in all aspects of the 
preparations and celebrations.  
If you wish to contribute by 
providing information, articles, 
objects, etc., relevant to the his-
tory of STPL, or if you have 
some time and would like to 
help with the preparation for 
any of the events, call 871-
1219.  We welcome your par-
ticipation and look forward to a 
year of commemorative fun. 

 
There is also a committee 
charged with writing a detailed, 
in-depth history of STPL.  How 
we evolved from a demonstration 
library with books and materials 
donated by the State Library, to a 
13-branch system with annual 
funding of over 2 million dollars.  
This committee is sponsoring 
two teas with former employees 
being invited to share their re-
membrances of events and peo-
ple from our STPL past.  Prepa-
ration for this has proved to be 
fun and exciting with people 
scurrying all over the parish to 
find historic details before they 

Abita             10-6              M - F. 
Bush             10-6              M - F. 
Causeway     10-6              M - F. 
Covington     9-8 M – Th; 9-5 F & S; 
                     1-5 S. 
Electronic Resource Center      10-6  
                     T, W, & F; 12-8 M & Th. 
Folsom         10-6              M – F. 
Lacombe       10-6              M – F. 
Lee Road      10-6              M – F. 
Madisonville 10-6              M – F. 
Mandeville    9-8 M – Th; 9-5 F & S; 
                     1-5 S. 
Pearl River   10-6              M – F 
Pontchartrain 10-6           M – F 
Slidell           9-8 M – Th.; 9-5 F & S; 
                     1-5 S. 

BRANCH HOURS 
Teen Summer Reading Program is Coming! 

We are very excited to offer a summer  reading program for 
the young adults in our community. Staff is planning a fun filled 
eight week program where teens can earn “book bucks” for 
reading. The finale of the program will be an auction where par-
ticipants can bid on prizes with their “book bucks”. To kick off 
the summer, there will be a special program at the Covington, 
Causeway and Slidell Branches. See flyers and the next issue of 
The Bookrunner for details on all summer programs. In early 
March, focus groups of young adults will be organized in differ-
ent parts of the parish to find out what teens themselves 
want in a program. Teens can also celebrate National Poetry 
Month with Poetry Café programs in April. Look out for flyers 
and in your local newspaper for details on the Poetry Café. If 
you are age 13-16, or if you know a teen who would be inter-
ested in any of these programs, contact Tanya DiMaggio at  the 
Slidell Branch, 646-6470 ext. 17 for information. Young adults 
are encouraged to submit book reviews to The Bookrunner.   

by Janice Butler, STPL Director 
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Galileo’s Daughter: a historical memoir of science, faith, and love by 
Dava Sobel (B Galileo and Cassette B Galileo).  While reading another book 
by Ms Sobel, “The Illustrated Longitude,” I learned of this book and was 
intrigued by the idea that Galileo had a daughter, something I had never 
given a thought to.  This book is really a biography of Galileo, the family 
man who also happened to be a scientist.  He had two daughters and a son by 
a woman, from the wrong side of the canal, he never married.  She was a 
Venetian of no particular family who died conveniently when Galileo’s career 
took off.  Reality counted for little in Europe in those days which is why 
Galileo had such a struggle getting folks to look through his telescope to see 
the moons of Jupiter.  17th Century minds were much more comfortable with 
structures of belief than with the glaring light of physical reality.  But, why 
not; that light had always been out of focus until Galileo.  His first child, 
Virginia, was born in 1600 in Padua.  When her father entombed her and her 
sister in a Florentine convent, she was only thirteen, her named changed to 
Maria Celeste.  He reckoned that holy sequestration was the best his two 
illegitimate daughters could hope for.  Virginia/Maria seems to have inher-
ited her father’s brains and probity unlike her emotionally unstable sister and 
rebellious brother.  They were devoted to each other and wrote hundreds of 
letters to each other.  We have all of her letters and Ms Sobel uses them to tell 
us the story.  Her father’s responding letters have all been lost probably be-
cause he was in so much trouble with the pope when Maria Celeste died at 
the resentfully early age of 34.  One knows that a biography is going to end 
with death, but I was not ready for Maria Celeste to die when she did.  I was 
shocked by it and by a beautifully wrought twist in the tale at the very end of 
the book.  When I finished the book I was crying like a baby. 
                                                     Joanne Langston,  Technical Services 

MEET YOUR STAFF 

LACOMBE BRANCH STAFF 
Diane (Branch Manager) and Dorothy man the Lacombe 
Branch located at 28027 Highway 190, 882-7858.  The 
library’s hours are 10-6 Mondays thru Fridays. 

MEET YOUR STAFF 

BOOKS IN SPANISH  
The following books in Spanish have been newly added to our col-
lection: 
101 Spanish Proverbs (468.242 Apa) by Eduardo Aparicio 
16 Cuentos Latinoamericanos  (863.0108 Six) 
2001 Spanish and English Idioms (463.21 Sav) by Eugene Savaiano 
Collins Spanish-English, English-Spanish Dictionary (463.21 Smi) 
Del Sentimiento Tragico de la Vida (129 Una)  by Miguel de  Una-
muno 
Diviertase Aprendiendo Ingles (482.246 Gar) by Jaime Garza  Bores 
Don Quijote de la Mancha (863 Cer) by Miguel de Cervantes 

PLACING HOLDS WITH A PASSWORD  
Remember, if your local branch does not have a book 
available on the shelf, but another branch does,  you can 
place your name on the waiting list for that book.  You 
can do this yourself at the catalog terminals after  sup-
plying us with your own personal password, or your lo-
cal librarian can do it for you.  The password will also 
allow you to check (either from the library terminals or 
at home from our Web page) your checked out books, 
account information, items placed on hold, or place new 
holds if your account is in good standing.    Our Web 
Page address: www.stpl.com. 

By Lesley Dolinger, Reference Coordinator 

Check out these Presidential Election 2000 Web Sites! 
With the presidential election fast approaching, many of us feel over-
whelmed by the enormity of the information available on the Web.  
Here are a few excellent, well-organized sites to help with the task of 
choosing our next president: 
CNN’s Election 2000 (http://www.cnn.com/ELECTION/2000/) This 
site provides bios on the candidates as well as up-to-the minute news 
stories. 
The League of Women Voters Election 2000 (http://www.
washingtonvoter.org/president.html).  Sponsored by the LWV, this 
site furnishes links to candidate’s web sites, voting information such 
as choosing a candidate, and guidelines to getting the most out of de-
bates. 
The Political Insider (http://politicalinsider.com/campaign2000.html) 
This site is good for comprehensive non-partisan coverage of the 2000 
presidential election. 
SelectSmart.com (http://www.selectsmart.com/PRESIDENT/)  An-
swers  questions to choose the best candidate based on your political  
views, compare, or see how the candidates rank. 

The Librarians at the Mandeville Branch: Alison (Branch Manager), 
Nancy (Children’s Librarian) and JP (Reference Librarian).  The branch 
is located at: 842 Gerard St., 626-4293.  Their hours are: Mon.-Thurs. 9-
8; Fri.-Sat. 9-5; and Sundays 1-5 p.m. 


